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Conference Reflections 
Prof. Greg McCarthy  

Adelaide University 
The Foundation for Australia Studies in 
China (FASIC) conference Australia’s 
China/China’s Australia hosted by the 
Australian Studies Centre at the Peking 
University, headed by the BHP Billiton 
Chair Professor David Walker, and held on 
the weekend of 21-22 September was 
notable for four reasons.  
 
Firstly, it brought together scholars, 
journalists, past and present ambassadors 
and a bevy of students from both China 
and Australia to discuss debate and 
dialogue the future of the relationship 
between China and Australia.   

 
Secondly, it raised to a new level the 
understanding of how China and 
Australia’s future are integrally linked via 
trade, education, cultural awareness, 
media practices, strategic alliances, 
literature and history.  
 
Thirdly, whilst China often appears in the 
Australian public sphere as the ‘shock of 
the new’ as David Walker so eloquently 
expresses it, this newness has a long 
legacy and the conference elevated our 
understanding of that legacy.  
 
Lastly, the conference gave, we 
Australians in attendance, a chance to 

properly appreciate the depth and 
strength of Australian studies in China and 
how we need to nurture this community 
of scholars; this strength was never more 
evident in the expressions of mutual 
admiration for Dr Li Yao for his 
longstanding commitment to translation 
of Australian literature into Mandarin.  
 
This was a conference that will live in the 
memory of all who attended and bodes 
well for the intellectual engagement 
between Australia and China. FASIC is to 
be congratulated on this outstanding 
initiative. 
 

AUSTRALIA’S CHINA/CHINA’S AUSTRALIA: PAST PRESENT AND FUTURE CONFERENCE -- BEIJING 21-22 
SEPTEMBER 2013 -- PKU AUSTRALIAN STUDIES CENTRE WITH FASIC 
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This was a very important 
conference, timely especially after 
the Australian election when people 
here in China have also been thinking 
about the future of China-Australia 
relations.  The conference was 
superbly organised, bringing 
together heavyweight Australian 
political and social commentators 
and academics, and also scholars and 
students from China's leading 
Australian Studies Centres. We 
certainly look forward to the next 
event organised by Prof. Walker and 
FASIC. 
 

”there was a sense of 
genuine people-to-

people 
inquisitiveness” 

“This was a conference that will live in the memory of all who attended and bodes well for the 
intellectual engagement between Australia and China. FASIC is to be congratulated on this 

outstanding initiative.” 
 

Professor Chen Hong 

East China Normal 

University

malmal University 

 
Australia's China/China's Australia was 

a remarkable success. It gave the best 

opportunity I've had to explore how 

the many elements of this complex 

relationship interact, and especially to 

do so not just through the eyes of 

Australian experts, but through those 

of outstanding Chinese scholars, and 

of the very impressive cohort of young 

Australians living and working in 

China today. 

Professor Hugh White 
Australian National 
University  

malmal University 

Geraldine Doogue 
Australian 
Broadcasting 
Corporation  

malmal University 

The Peking University conference 
Australia’s China/China’s Australia 
showcased very effectively the 
ongoing spirit of enquiry between 
contemporary Australians and 
Chinese. You couldn’t predict people’s 
approach, which is always refreshing. 
So you had to pay close attention to 
nuance and shifting observations. Plus 
there was a sense of genuine people-
to-people inquisitiveness that isn’t 
always a feature of seminars. It was 
invigorating and even fun! 
 

David Walker, Hugh White,  Zha Daojiong, Paul Kelly and Jin Canrong  

Ms Frances Adamson 
Australian Ambassador to the 
People’s Republic of China    
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Professor Kanishka Jayasurya 
University of Adelaide 
A very stimulating conference that provided a  'long view' of 
Australian studies in China and the study of China in Australia. It is 
only through such stocktaking that we can chart a new agenda for 
Australian studies in the Asian Century. 

 

Professor Christine Halse                    
Deakin University   
This conference brought together the most eminent 
China/Australia experts in both countries to tackle the 
important issues in China/Australian relations in the past, 
present and future. The positive outcomes from this 
conference will be felt across both nations for many years.  

 

Paul Kelly                                       
Editor-at-large The Australian   
In my view this conference was successful. The attendance was 
good with a conspicuous commitment from the students. There 
was a strong team of presenters from both Australia and China 
with imagination in the selected themes. The dialogue was 
meaningful; the sessions didn’t get bogged down in set pieces. 
People spoke frankly and questions from the floor were 
pertinent. I think the visiting Australians were pleased with the 
outcome and got benefit from the conference.  

 

“The positive outcomes from this 
conference will be felt across both 

nations for many years.” 

Geraldine Doogue with Australia China Youth Association representatives Sophie Smith, Oliver Theobald, Neil 
Thomas and Elliot Clutterbuck.   

Christine Halse and Greg McCarthy 

Jin Canrong, Paul Kelly and Zha Daojong  



 
Foundation for Australian Studies in China                                                                                                September 2013 
 
 
 

- 4 - 

 

John McCarthy 
Australian Institute of 
International Affairs 
The conference got the blend right 
between intellectually demanding debate 
on security issues and our economic 
challenges on the one hand and the 
crucial people to people dimension to 
diplomacy on the other. This dimension is 
increasingly being recognized as the third 
leg of the stool in international 
relationships. In this connection, the 
reflections of young Australians on China 
and the Chinese were particularly 
illuminating. We need more of this sort of 
discussion-above all amongst the coming 
generation. 

 

Zha Daojiong                              
Peking University  

Australia is very much an occasional 
referent among the numerous academic 
conferences held in Beijing on 
international security. By organizing the 
Australia’s China/China's Australia 
conference (21-22 September 2013), 
FASIC brought to town a valuable 
intellectual service. The conference 
helped to expose the thickness and 
diversity of Australian academic expertise. 
It will go a long way in enriching Chinese 
understanding of Australian perspectives 
and policies towards China and more 
broadly as well.  
 
 
 

 

Professor Han Feng                                         
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences 

The conference Australia’s China/China’s Australia: Past, 

Present and Future was very impressive and constructive 

for the relations between China and Australia since it 

academically evaluated the general process of the bilateral 

relations while the two sides are changing their leadership. 

The Conference is also a good start for the BHP Chair of 

Australian Studies at Peking University Professor David 

Walker, and the Foundation of Australian Studies in China, 

in a cooperation to promote Australian Studies here 

Professor Hou Minyue                                                                                            

East China Normal University 

This conference initiated and organised by FASIC 
contributed remarkably to the Australian studies program 
in China and served as an extraordinarily helpful platform 
and opportunity for exchanging views and ideas from both 
Chinese and Australians and for improving mutual 
understanding between our two countries. 
 

“It will go a long way in 
enriching Chinese 
understanding of 

Australian perspectives 
and policies towards 

China.” Paul Kelly, David Walker and Geraldine Doogue 
discuss the recent Australian federal election.   
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Professor Wu Zhipan 

Li Yao, David Walker and                       
Karen Walker 

Kevin Hobgood Brown, Liu Hongzhong, Mark Wainwright, David Walker, Liu Shusen, Karen Walker, Shirley Gao 

Photographs courtesy of Shirley Gao, Chengxin Pan and Matthew Richards    

Opening the conference Ms Frances Adamson, 
Australian Ambassador to the People’s Republic 
of China    


